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I want to commend several staff 

members for the outstanding work in 
bringing this resolution to the floor: 
Kevin Coughlin, Joe Hicken and John 
Chapla on the House Armed Services 
Committee, Tim Welter and Abel 
Carreiro on Congressman BUYER’s staff, 
Grant Culp from Congressman 
SHIMKUS’ staff, Randy Jennings on 
Congressman TAYLOR’s staff, David 
Whitney on the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, Lieutenant General Jack C. 
Stultz and Lieutenant Colonel Rob 
Young of the Army Reserve, and Jona-
than Halpern and Ed Larkin on my 
staff. 

Madam Speaker, I, again, thank my 
colleagues who are cosponsors for their 
extraordinary support of this resolu-
tion, and I urge its immediate adop-
tion. 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, as the 
Army Reserve celebrates its centennial, I rise 
to congratulate the Reserve on its dedicated 
service and sacrifice to ensure our Nation’s 
freedom. Since its inception on April 23, 1908, 
the Reserve and its more than 1 million cit-
izen-soldiers have protected American citizens 
at home and abroad. When tyranny raises its 
fist and liberty is threatened, the citizen-soldier 
answers the call to ease the suffering. For 
this, our Nation is forever grateful. 

Today, more than 20,000 Army Reserve sol-
diers are deployed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
18 other countries, with an additional 7,000 
Army Reserve serving in the United States. In 
my home State of Minnesota, historic Fort 
Snelling is the proud home to the 88th Re-
gional Readiness Command, comprised of Re-
serve units from Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio. America’s great-
ness lies in her people, and the American sol-
dier is the embodiment of hard work, patriot-
ism and service, the finest of America’s prin-
ciples. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
today the selfless commitment and sacrifice of 
so many citizen-soldiers. It is they who lay 
down their lives to defend those who cannot 
defend themselves. It is they who lay down 
their lives to protect the rights of those who 
disrespect our flag and our Nation. And it is 
they who lay down their lives so that true free-
dom will never know extinction. As April 23 
approaches, let us remember and be forever 
grateful for the Army Reserve’s 100 years of 
noble service and sacrifice to our Nation. 

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, at 
this time I have no further requests for 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the joint resolution, H.J. 
Res. 70, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the 
gentlewoman from Guam seek recogni-
tion? 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the demand for the yeas 
and nays? 

There was no objection. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE TREMENDOUS 
SERVICE THAT MEMBERS OF 
ARMED FORCES HAVE GIVEN TO 
THE NATION 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1020) recog-
nizing the tremendous service that 
members of the Armed Forces have 
given to the Nation, especially those 
who have been wounded in combat, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1020 

Whereas United States soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, Marines, and their families have 
made extraordinary sacrifices to serve our 
country in Afghanistan and Iraq; 

Whereas more than 1,600,000 members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States have 
been deployed in Operation Enduring Free-
dom or Operation Iraqi Freedom since Sep-
tember 2001; 

Whereas more than 30,000 soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, and Marines have been wounded in 
battle; 

Whereas advances in battlefield medicine 
have resulted in hundreds of lives being 
saved; and 

Whereas both physical and mental injuries 
sustained during combat have a life-altering 
impact on our servicemen and women as well 
as their families: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the tremendous service that 
our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines 
have given to the Nation, especially those 
who have sustained injury in combat; 

(2) is committed to providing wounded war-
riors with the highest quality medical care 
available, and to supporting wounded mem-
bers of all Armed Forces and their families 
during their recovery; 

(3) commends the actions of private citi-
zens and organizations who volunteer their 
continued support to America’s wounded 
warriors; and 

(4) encourages Members and all citizens to 
take steps to show support and appreciation 
for returning troops, especially those who 
have been wounded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution now under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 1020, recognizing the tremendous 
service that members of our Armed 
Forces have provided to the country, 
especially those who have been wound-
ed in combat. I thank our colleague 
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) for intro-
ducing this resolution. 

Soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines 
and their families are making extraor-
dinary sacrifices in service to our coun-
try. Over 4,500 servicemembers have 
made the ultimate sacrifice in Oper-
ations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom. Nearly 32,000 servicemembers 
have been wounded, of which a little 
over 17,000 have returned to duty. 

Today, servicemembers have an un-
precedented chance of survival, unlike 
those who had similar wounds in Viet-
nam and the Second World War. The 
medical advances that have taken 
place on the current battlefield have 
made these significant achievements 
possible. 

However, while members are sur-
viving their injuries and wounds at an 
unprecedented rate, they are coming 
home with more complex psychological 
injuries. These individuals who have 
honorably served our Nation may need 
medical care and assistance for the rest 
of their lives. 

House Resolution 1020 commits this 
Congress to ensuring that these brave, 
wounded warriors receive the best med-
ical care available, and commends all 
Americans who volunteer to support 
these wounded warriors and their fami-
lies. 

So, Madam Speaker, I again com-
mend our colleague from Vermont (Mr. 
WELCH) for his introduction of this res-
olution, and I urge my colleagues to 
support its passage. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
might consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of House Resolution 1020, as 
amended, which recognizes the tremen-
dous service that members of the 
Armed Forces have given to the Na-
tion, especially those who have been 
wounded in combat. 

Madam Speaker, throughout our his-
tory, America’s sons and daughters 
have been called upon to fight our Na-
tion’s wars to preserve our freedom and 
our way of life. Each time we have 
gone to war, these brave men and 
women who answered the call, unfortu-
nately, have been wounded and injured; 
204,002 in World War I, 671,846 in World 
War II, 103,284 in Korea, 153,303 in Viet-
nam, and 467 in Desert Storm. 

Today, Madam Speaker, as we con-
tinue to fight terrorism throughout the 
world, 30,000 soldiers, sailors, airmen 
and Marines have been wounded and in-
jured in Iraq and Afghanistan. As with 
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previous generations, these men and 
women are our Nation’s finest, and we 
owe them more than just our grati-
tude. 

Madam Speaker, since the beginning 
of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Congress and the American people have 
made it clear that our combat wounded 
deserve the best our Nation has to 
offer. To that end, Congress has worked 
hard to ensure that the needs of the 
wounded troops and their families are 
met. From the best health care to jobs, 
to education benefits, the Members of 
this House have and will continue to 
insist that the support to the wounded 
and injured is unsurpassed. 

Madam Speaker, there is no question 
that serving in combat is a profoundly 
life-altering experience. Men and 
women who survive the horrors of com-
bat return home forever changed. Our 
Nation is eternally indebted to the 
brave men and women of the Armed 
Forces who fight to preserve our free-
doms. 

It is right and fitting, Madam Speak-
er, that today we recognize the service 
and the sacrifice of the members of the 
Armed Forces who have been wounded 
while serving this great Nation. 

I’d like to thank my friend and col-
league from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) for 
introducing this resolution, and I 
strongly urge all Members to support 
this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to my friend and col-
league, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. HIGGINS). 

Mr. HIGGINS. I want to thank the 
sponsor of this bill, Mr. WELCH, from 
Vermont. 

Madam Speaker, I’m proud to be an 
original cosponsor of House Resolution 
1020. Thanks to advances in modern 
technology, many American soldiers 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan have 
lived through events that would have 
previously cost them their lives. Of the 
1.6 million servicemembers that have 
been deployed in Operation Enduring 
Freedom, in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
since September, 2001, more than 30,000 
have been wounded in battle. 

The numbers are staggering, but we 
are here today to acknowledge that 
these wounded warriors are not just 
statistics; they are men and women 
from across the country who have 
faced unique situations and struggles, 
and they have individual stories to tell. 

Last summer I had the honor to meet 
a young man from my district who was 
injured in a roadside bomb explosion in 
Iraq that killed three other soldiers 
riding in the same HUMVEE. He suf-
fered extensive injuries, including a 
broken back and elbow, and underwent 
two surgeries at a hospital in Germany 
before being transferred to Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center. 

Quick reaction by the medics meant 
that instead of being paralyzed, he can 
now walk again, but only after exten-
sive surgeries and painful rehabilita-

tion. This young man is actually a 
lucky one. He was able to recover with 
the help of a caring family and a sup-
portive wife. There are many others 
that are not as fortunate, and it is our 
responsibility to provide them with the 
best physical and emotional support 
possible. 

Over the last year, Congress has 
taken many steps to enhance the qual-
ity of care of our veterans, including 
passing the largest increase in vet-
erans’ health funding in history, but 
there is still more to be done. 

With this legislation, we do a simple 
but necessary thing; we take a moment 
to thank the men and women of the 
Armed Services who have been wound-
ed in the line of duty and for their 
service and their sacrifice. 

I urge my colleagues to support pas-
sage of House Resolution 1020. 

b 1500 
Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam 

Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to my friend and col-
league, the gentleman from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH), the original sponsor of 
this very important resolution. 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman 
from Guam, my cosponsor and trav-
eling companion, the new Member, the 
distinguished Member already from 
Virginia, my cosponsors. 

You know, they have said it pretty 
well. There’s nothing that we can say 
or do that will acknowledge our appre-
ciation for the sacrifice that the men 
and women of the uniformed services 
have given to this country. 

What we are acknowledging here is 
that we have a common commitment 
to meeting the needs of those soldiers 
and sailors and airmen who return 
from active duty. What we are also ac-
knowledging is that in this war, very 
much unlike past conflicts, our sol-
diers, benefiting from this extraor-
dinary battlefield medicine, are return-
ing with extraordinary injuries. That is 
what they will have to live with for the 
rest of their lives. 

Many of us have had the opportunity 
to visit some of these soldiers out at 
Bethesda, out at Walter Reed. We are 
trying, in this small gesture, to ac-
knowledge the sense that all of us have 
in Congress of our debt and our obliga-
tion and our appreciation to them. 

Madam Speaker, next week, we are 
going to have a group of these service-
men and -women visiting us in the Cap-
itol. I’m going to be joining with my 
colleagues here today to welcome those 
men and women of the uniformed serv-
ices to this Capitol, and I will encour-
age all of us to join in welcoming them 
personally to thank them for their sac-
rifice. 

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) as much time 
as he may consume. 

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
rise with my colleague from Vermont 

to voice strong support for H. Res. 1020, 
which expresses the commitment of 
this Congress to our injured heroes, en-
sures they’re receiving the highest 
quality of health care available and en-
courages all Americans to show sup-
port and appreciation for our veterans. 

Today, I want to take time to thank 
all of the servicemen and -women and 
their families for their sacrifices. I 
know the pride of having a son serve in 
the United States military, and my 
wife, Sue, and I pray every day for the 
safety of our fighting men and women 
abroad and here at home. 

When our soldiers go into battle, we 
can all agree that they deserve the best 
training, equipment, and necessary re-
sources to accomplish their mission. 
Congress has an obligation to care for 
America’s wounded heroes when they 
return home from the battlefield. I be-
lieve the least we can do is to provide 
the highest quality medical care to the 
brave men and women of our Armed 
Forces when they’re injured defending 
the freedoms that we enjoy. 

Right now, we have more wounded 
warriors returning home than ever be-
fore because of improved medical tech-
nology and advanced equipment to 
transport our sick and wounded. The 
thousands of men and women serving 
in the military who have been wounded 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
other wars deserve the best treatment 
and care available. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues in a nonpartisan manner to 
make sure Congress delivers on our re-
sponsibility. I urge my colleagues to 
support H. Res. 1020 and support our 
wounded warriors. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, at 
this time I have no further requests for 
time. I am prepared to close after my 
colleague has yielded back his time. I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, at 
this time I have no further speakers, 
and I would like to extend my sincerest 
thanks to my colleague on the House 
Committee on Armed Services and Nat-
ural Resources, Mr. WITTMAN. I’ve en-
joyed working with him on the floor 
this afternoon. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1020, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EARLY HEARING DETECTION AND 
INTERVENTION ACT OF 2008 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
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